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Sunshinelund

Enhancing the lives of disabled children




THE EVENING CHRONICLE SUNSHINE FUND

GUIDELINES FOR APPLICANTS

What is the Sunshine Fund?

The Evening Chronicle Sunshine Fund was established in 1928 when King George V visited Newcastle to open the Tyne Bridge.  In order to commemorate this special occasion, he donated a birthday cheque of £15 to enable Tyneside children to have a day out at the coast. The Evening Chronicle adopted the fund as its own charity and over the years has raised thousands of pounds to help children.  Re-launched in 1995, the fund now helps provide specialist equipment for children with disabilities throughout the North East. 

How does it work?

The Evening Chronicle Sunshine Fund is a registered charity managed by the Community Foundation serving Tyne & Wear and Northumberland.  It is a part revenue, part endowment fund with an active fundraiser who encourages donations and events.  Donors can receive publicity through the Evening Chronicle newspaper. 

Who can apply?

The following are eligible to apply, as long as they are situated within the Evening Chronicle area:-

· groups of disabled children in special schools 

· learning units

· hospitals

· individuals in a family unit up to and including the age of 18

The fund helps improve the quality of life by providing financial help to purchase equipment, resources and learning aids that are difficult to obtain via health or local authorities.  Examples have included special seating for children with a learning and physical disability, a wheelchair for a young girl with a severe spinal condition and lighting equipment to assist a visually impaired child. 

What it does not fund

· assistance for holidays/trips

· contributions to general fundraising appeals

· garden/home renovation or improvement

· travel or car lease

· childcare costs

· professional fees/costs
How decisions are made

An advisory committee, consisting of representatives from Social Services, Health Authorities, legal advisors, the Evening Chronicle and the Community Foundation, meets approximately every eight weeks. 

How to apply

By completing an application form and including:-

· background information on what the grant is for, the needs of the child

and the direct benefits the grant will bring

· a written estimate from the supplier

· two professional recommendations (e.g. social services, health authority, Barnados, etc) 

Where to apply

Applications should be sent direct to the Community Foundation, 9th Floor, Cale Cross, 156 Pilgrim Street, Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 6SU. Tel: 0191 222 0945,

email: general@communityfoundation.org.uk

Applicants will receive an acknowledgement letter, followed by a telephone call or visit and will then be contacted again in writing following the panel meeting.

How the grant will be paid

Cheques will be made payable to one of those giving a professional recommendation, who then handles the payment, purchases the equipment, insures it and loans it to the child on a long term and sometimes permanent basis. The organisation also takes responsibility for issuing the equipment to another child if it is no longer of use or benefit.  Arrangements should therefore be discussed with a suitable organisation before an application is made.  They should then provide a letter of support and agree in writing to handle the grant as outlined above, as well as confirming details of to whom the cheque should be made payable.

In the case of computer equipment, the Community Foundation will place an order with PC. Please fill in the attached Computer Equipment application form.

Grants are usually featured in the Evening Chronicle newspaper, as the publicity helps raise awareness of the fund and helps others looking for support. 

Disclaimer: The Evening Chronicle Sunshine Fund is not responsible for the maintenance and/or ownership of any equipment purchased for a grant recipient.  The equipment is the responsibility of the organisation applying or supporting the nominated child and ownership of the equipment reverts back to the organisation when the user no longer requires it, in order that another child can benefit by its use. 










